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Art. IY.—Lbs Bbscbnoaxtc dbs Albioboii bt obi Huoub- 

NOT8, OU MImOULBS SB LA FaMILLB DB PoBXAL. PaB 

PiEBRB Paul F&£dbric, Babon ob Postal. Paris. 1860. 

This is one of those modest but suggestive volomeB 
which always engage the reader's heart on the author's 
side. Apart from the literary merits of his pages, 
and irrespective of his philosophical acumen, patient 
research, and beautiful grouping of interesting fiicts, 
the writer's dignified principle, noble temper, and fine 
spirit would be a sufficient recommendation to every 
lover of goodness and truth. We regard the author 
himself with peculiar interest, as the living repre- 
sentative, on French soil, of a fiimily which stood 
identified with evangelical doctrine and spiritual piety 
in times when Europe at large was darkening und^ 
the sway of lifeless formalism and corrupting error ; 
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one of those rare French families which descend from 
the Albiffeois, which remain Protestant, and have 
proved faithful through a course of ages to the primi- 
tive principles and creed of their fathers ; one, too, 
which, under the dispensation of the Divine Spirit, 
has received its baptisms of " blood and fire." For 
the truth's sake broken, scattered^ peeled, crushed, yet 
never dishonoured; always noble in its deepest de- 
pressions, rising again above each successive flood of 
tribulation, and, by dint of native intelligence and 
genius, or its own mental and moral power, building 
itself afresh, in still nobler proportions, on the foun- 
dation of an ancient and untarnished name. 

M. F. de Portal's collection and arrangement of 
fiEkmily traditions serve to remind us that all the his- 
torical interests of a province sometimes appear to be 
gathered, as into a knot, within and around a single 
family. There is something in this akin to the fact, 
that the distinctive features of a neighbourhood often 
derive a mystic chann from their relationship to some 
centre of hallowed or interesting associations. One 
relic, or a solitary memorial, may confer on a wide 
district all the rights and privileges of reputation for 
beauty. In some cases, too, the student of history, 
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in following the fortunes of an empire, finds all that 
seems most worthy of his attention dnstering along 
by one distingaished ancestral line ; as the pilgrim on 
Eastern plains enjoys the most agreeable pasture and 
refreshment while closely pursuing the course of some 
generous river. Our author has shown that the 
history of Languedoc, for instance, is closely inter- 
woven with the biographies of his own house. The 
name of De ParkU belongs to a truly ancient stock. 
Few baronial lines keep themselves so clearly and 
distinctly in view, back so &r through changeful 
ages. From century to century, since the earliest 
historical period of Southern France, the names of 
this family are bound up with all that distinguishes 
the civil institutions, the arms, the letters, and the 
religion of Languedoc. Old Toulouse, especially, 
seems to have no stage of public life, no leading 
epoch, no historical turn, no significant event, which 
is not marked by the name of De Portal. 

Toulouse was the birth-place of the family, and for 
very many generations was its home, and the seat of 
its honour. Among the most venerable and interest- 
ing forms of European government is the Capitoulate 
of ancient Toulouse. This primitive institution, as 
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far as we have the means of estimating it, seems to 
have been remarkable for its unity of principle, and 
the harmonions working of all its parts in the estab- 
lishment and maintenance of national power. It was 
popular and yet compact. It satisfied the people's 
vanity^ while it at once built up and limited the 
pride of the aristocracy. Under the Counts of 
Toulouse, the Capitouls formed the senate of the 
Langue Soc, The legislative power belonged to the 
sovereign Count, with the chapter of Capitouls ; the 
council, composed of those who had passed the Capi- 
toulate ; and the people, assembled oh all affairs of 
great importance, either on the field or in the church. 
The Capitouls exercised the judicial power too. They 
formed the court of the Count, and judged under his 
presidency, or under that of the Viscount, or Vigmer. 
Military command was also in their hands. They 
were chiefs among nobles, and were generals of the 
army. On their own authority, and without even 
referring to the Count, they could declare war, com- 
]!nand the troops, and sign treaties of peace. We 
are indebted to M. P. de Portal for a clear and inter- 
esting sketch of this antique municipal form. And 
we like the artist all the better because his lines are 
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drawn with something like tender affection ; for the 
fact IB, that the oldest honours of his own lineage are 
inseparably one with the glory of the Gapitoulate 
daring its palmy days. 

Tonlonse was remarkable for the long preservation 
of her distinctive municipal forms under the power of 
her conquerors. For many ages her Counts, and even 
the Eangs of France, were rather her patrons than 
her governors. Her institutions were very like those 
of old Venice. As in Venice the weight of the 
government reposed upon the Council of Ten and 
upon the Great Council, at Toulouse it rested on the 
Chapter of Capitouls and the Sworn Council, or 
Council of the Commune. The functions of the 
Capitouls were annual, like those of the Ten. There 
could be no re-election to office in either case, but 
after a certain lapse of time. No kindred ties were 
allowed between the members. In both republics the 
ancient nobility was the base of the gov^nment. The 
Golden Book in the one instance, and the Book of 
Capitouls in the other, contained all the names of the 
patrician house& In all points of difference between 
Venice and Toulouse, the capital of Languedoc may 
be thought to have had the advantage. At Venice 
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the Council of Ten was a political tribunal whose 
power waa a nsorpation. It was nearly always in 
opposition to the Great Council^ by which it was 
nominated, but whose powers it really engrossed. Its 
bloody despotism was the terror of the nobles, who 
abhorred it, while they were unable to shake o£f its 
yoke. The Toulousian Capitoulate was a political 
tribunal too, although its prerogatives included the 
rights of ciyil and criminal justice as well as military 
power. The right of levying troops, for instance^ was 
not held by the Counts of Toulouse, nor even, for a 
time, by the Kings of France. While the English 
held Guienne, Toulouse, in its marked loyalty to 
French power, kept their frontier in check ; and the 
army which it raised, equipped, and paid, received its 
orders from the Capitouls alone. They were lords of 
the banner. The ban and arrUre-ban of the nobility 
fought under their colours. While, however, at 
Venice the Great Council elected the Ten, at Tou- 
louse the Capitouls directly nominated their successors 
at first, and, at a later period, they presented each 
six candidates for election to the office for the follow- 
ing year. The Common or Sworn Council was com- 
posed of those who had filled the office of Capitoul, 
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and who took the title of Bourgeois of Toulouse, 
holding the title in its old acceptation^ that of de- 
fenders of the fortified town (Buryum). The ancient 
Bourgeoisie was made np of the first £Eunilies of 
Langaedoc, and the municipal functions and honours 
of its members were for life. No antagonism ever 
arose between the two great political bodies of Tou- 
louse until the institutions themselves were violated ; 
and the manner in which the traditions of their power 
were kept up show how great and all but indestruc- 
tible that power had been. In republican democracies 
or oligarchies there must be state reasons for prevent- 
ing any one family firom raising itself &r above others. 
In Athens ostracism struck down any virtue that was 
too great ; in Venice extraordinary services entailed 
banishment or deatL At Toulouse, however, while 
a brilliant action was kept secret, it was always 
rewarded. A single Gapitoul was never allowed the 
entire command of the troops. Toulouse was afraid 
of a victorious chief's popularity, and always assigned 
him a colleague who might obscure his glory as well 
as share his burdens. His name even was not in- 
serted in the book of Gapitouls which recorded his 
achievements ; but he was recompensed in the fol- 
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lowing year by the oflFer of a place in the Capitoulate 
for a member of his house. All the patrician &milies 
of the old town were politically equal. No chivalric 
or lordly title was attached to any name in the official 
raster, unless by absolute necessity, to avoid con- 
fusion among those whose proper names and surnames 
were alike. The Capitoulate thus became a school 
of patriotism and self-denial. 

The name of De Portal was of frequent occurrence 
in the honourable list, and is found standing among 
the public leaders in the earliest records extant. 
During the twelfth and thirteenth centuries there were 
few public roads in France, and those which existed 
were very badly kept ; so that commerce had to be 
carried on for the most part along the course of rivers. 
Toulouse, seated on the Garonne, had its principal 
^ mercantile relations with Bordeaux and the country 
along the river banks. The boats of the Toulouse 
merchants passed every day under the Chateau UAu- 
mllars, situated between Moissac and Agen, and, 
according to feudal custom, a toll had been paid ; 
but on an attempt to levy a larger tax, the towns- 
folk resisted, their boats were pillaged, and war was 
the result. The Capitouls put themselves at the 
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head of their troops, and laid si^ to the GhateaiL 
After a long straggle, the Viscount de Lomagne and 
D'Aavillars was obliged to submit ; and on the 14th 
of June, 1204, a treaty waa signed, by which the 
conquered lord bound himself to pay the expenses 
of the war, and promised to fix the toll for the future 
according to the ancient rule. The Capitouls claimed 
the privily, of giving their simple word of promise 
only, while the Viscount and his son had to be per- 
sonally bound, and on oath to declare that he would 
henceforth act with the concurrence and on the de- 
cisions of the Capitouls. The treaty, which remains 
as a memorial of the power of old Toulouse, and a 
curious monument of its popular rights, is signed by 
Oldric de Portal, Gapitoul. From the date of that 
treaty down to 1423, no less than twenty-one elections 
to the Gapitoulate were in &your of the De Portal 
family; and during that period the name is found 
associated with some of the most remarkable trans- 
actions of the times ; with every leading event, indeed, 
in the history of mental culture, civil regulations, 
chivahy, or national wars. They frequently stand 
out among that aristocracy of Southern France, which, 
during the thirteenth and fourteenth century, was 
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SO distingaished for its enlightened devotion to mental 
cultiYation and learning ; and which, trained as they 
were to read, write, and understand Latin, and con- 
secrate themselves to el^ant and intellectual pnisoits, 
contrasted most honourably with the Northern lords, 
who esteemed nothing but brutal force. Toulouse 
was first and foremost in the pursuit of letters. She 
had her laws and customs fairly digested and issued 
in Latin ; and in 1285 Vital, Pierre, and Raymond de 
Portal were distinguished among those who concurred 
in this design, and who accomplished the work. 

The Gapitoulate of Pierre de Portal is also iden* 
tified in the annals of 1 324 with a movement which 
beautifully expressed the spirit at that time animating 
the higher classes of Toulouse, — ^a movement to which 
the best institutions of French civilization may pro- 
bably trace their origin, and for whose gentle and 
exalting influence entire Europe had reason to be 
thankful. This was the rise of the Floral Games. 
Toulouse felt that she had renewed her youthful 
sense of freedom, and gave herself up to the play of 
her lively and spiritual southern nature. A few 
troubadours made an appeal to the poets of the 
Langue d'oc. An assembly was called, and the meet- 
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ing waa fixed for the month of May. The spirit 
of romantic poesy was to be evoked anew. The sons 
of song were to be called to graceful contention for 
prizes symbolical of happy genius, mental riches, 
and literary hononr. Golden and silver flowers were 
to be presented to the most successfnl candidate for 
poetic distinction ; and the first golden violet was 
awarded in the presence of Pierre de Portal^ who^ 
with his fellow Gapitools, decided that the costs of 
the elegant festival should be paid firom the public 
purse. In the year which followed the establishment 
of the floral feast, an association was incorporated in 
the form of an academy, with an elected chancellor and 
mace-bearer. The chancellor's oflice was to affix a 
seal to the poem which had merited the prize ; and 
the mace-bearer was charged with its special r^is- 
tration. Thus to revive the love of literature was 
to awaken afresh the most agreeable thoughts about 
old times ; to call up anew the deeds and achieve- 
ments which formed the glory of the national tradi- 
tions ; and deeply to afiect the hearts of the people, 
by pleasantly exciting their intellect. 

The patronage of the Capitouls might have had 
a political as well as a literary object. It would not 
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be thought wise to lose an opportunity of exciting 
the public imagination by renewing recollections of 
brave political and religious confessors, as well as 
gifted troubadours. The troubadours, as a writer of 
Toulousian biography has remarked, ''enjoyed the 
smile of the ruling powers ; favoured as they were 
by the lords, and freely admitted to the courts of Cas- 
tile and the provinces of Southern France, their songs 
were received and repeated everywhere with enthu- 
siasm. As creators of a new style, they taught a 
people as yet but half civilized to understand hymns 
consecrated to valour and beauty. As with a war 
trumpet to their mouth, they called Christians to 
the defence of the holy places ; by the successful 
use of satire, they showed the vices of their day, 
exposed the crime of ambition, the abuse of power, 
the hypocrisy and fanatical ignorance of the monks, 
the tyranny and lawlessness of the barons. With 
gratitude and faithfulness they kept up the conflict 
for their sovereigns ; and when the noble house of 
Toulouse fell from the height which it had brightened 
by its courage, no troubadours were found to flatter 
the conquerors of afflicted Ocdtanie, or to side or 
sympathize with the triumphant stranger. Their 
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voices uttered nothing but cries for vengeance, or 
accents of grief When hope was lost, the minstrel's 
lyre was still ; and the muses fled far away firom 
r^ons given over to ignorance for a time, and 
covered with funeral piles by the Inquisition of the 
FaitL'' The institution of the Floral Games was 
originally an appeal to the national spirit. It had 
never been without a political purpose. For when, 
towards the end of the fifteenth century, most of the 
noble fskmiUes abandoned Toulouse, the feast of the 
Violet and the Eglantine was given up ; and though 
it was partially revived at a later period, the trou- 
badours, faithful to the ancient aristocracy, sang 
bitter satires against the rich and upstart botirgeois, 
who now inherited the modified and subservient 
functions of the Gapitoulate. The traditions of old 
Toulouse, however, show that her municipal insti- 
tutions have been as remarkable for their association 
with military honour and chivalry, as for their patron- 
age of el^nt literature. The manners of her people, 
during her brightest age, difiered very much from 
those of other provinces in France. Education 
among her aristocracy was grounded on polite lite- 
rature, associated with the rights and the art of 
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war. A gentleman most speak Latin, have a sonnd 
knowledge of the Roman laws, as well as the national 
customs, and show himself able to break a lance in 
hononrable encounter. The noble youth went every 
day from the school bench to the drilling ground, 
and passed through a course of gymnastics somewhat 
different from the mechanical action of modem play- 
grounds, in that the exercise was intended not merely 
to strengthen him against disease, but to prepare 
him for resisting a foe. This double education, 
uniting the literary and the martial, necessarily pro- 
duced a people ready either for argument, law, per- 
suasion, or battle ; at once reasoners in council, or 
heroes in the field. The history of the Albigeois 
and the Huguenots of Toulouse answers to their 
training, and shows that they were as tenderly alive 
to their rights as to their honour, and as ready to 
dispute with monks and clergy as they were to 
measure swords with their lay persecutors. The 
style of their education will account for the profound 
disdain with which the gentlemen of Languedoc met 
the northern lords, who, alas ! knew no more of 
Virgil or Horace than about the Institutes and 
Pandects of Justinian ; and who acted on the belief. 
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that to fight well was the proudest distinction of a 
knight. 

At Toulouse a preparation for the Gapitoulate was 
the great object of education ; and hence, as might 
be expected^ her Gapitouls have been prominent 
actors in scenes which must ev^ have a deep interest 
for the student of European history. When war was 
declared between France and England in 1 294, the 
Capitouls, of their own accord, raised a large body 
of troops, and in many successful fields shed glory 
on the arms of their country ; so that, at the close 
of the campaign, the Constable in supreme command 
honoured them with a written and sealed testimony 
to their loyalty and generous heroism. " Never," 
says an annalist, ''did a general render a more 
glorious tribute than that which the Constable paid 
to the yalour of the Toulousians. The services which 
they rendered were such as to merit not only the 
preservation of the ancient privil^es of their city, 
but a grant of new and superior rights." Nor was 
this the only time that Toulouse merited the homage 
which her country thus paid to the spirit of her 
citizens. She was always ready with her succours 
throughout the struggle with England. Her Gapi- 
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tools always commanded in person. They maintained 
during the wars, not merely the prerogatives of gene- 
rab, but the right of supreme civil judges over the 
troops ; and during those calamitous and eventful 
times many a laurel wreath was awarded to the house 
of De Portal. When the gathering woes of France 
had seemed to mingle and overwhelm her on the field 
of Poitiers, when Paris and the provinces unworthily 
failed, Toulouse alone, persecuted, violated, disin- 
herited, as she had been by royalty, proved herself 
to be the only town faithftd to her French kindred 
and alliance. While the States General of the North, 
assembled at Paris, so far from granting aid to the 
unfortunate Dauphin, insulted him in his troubles, 
while Paris threatened a revolt, and town after town 
proved cold and heartless, the States General of Lan- 
guedoc gathered at Toulouse, and by acclamation 
resolved to raise and maintain five thousand men-at- 
arms, with two horses each, a thousand mounted 
archers, and two thousand foot soldiers with shields. 
Everybody, noble and simple, wished to contribute 
either his person or from his purse. All armed 
themselves in haste ; while the women came forward 
to ofier their jewels and their wardrobes for the 
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salvation of their country. But this was not enough 
for the gallant city. She would fain share the sor- 
rows of her captive King. Neither man nor woman 
could wear gold or silver, or pearl, or fur^ or orna- 
ments of any sort, until John was delivered. Min- 
strels were to hang up their lyres, and public mirth 
was to be hushed. The King's ransom was fixed at 
three million gold crowns, and of this amount Tou- 
louse gave two hundred and sixty thousand francs 
in different pajrments. In all these interesting trans- 
actions the &mily of De Portal took an active part. 
Pierre de Portal was elected Gapitoul for the second 
time during the year of his sovereign's deliverance 
(1360), and under his Capitoulate the county of 
Toulouse was formally annexed to the crown of 
France. 

A few years later, in 1365, another De Portal 
(Portal du Pont) was one of four hundred Toulou- 
sians who marched into Spain under the command of 
Bertrand du Guesclin, charged with the duty of 
avenging the death of Blanche de Bourbon, sister of 
the French Queen, whom Peter the cruel, her husband, 
had murdered. In this service the nobility of Lan- 
guedoc rushed to arms. The intense excitement 
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which carried away the ^lite of the population on 
this occasion has been immortalized by a troubadour, 
who sang : — 

" Dien ! le beau temps que c'^tait alora ! 
lies femmes qui ^taient enceintes 
Auraient touIu 6tre d^vr^es, 
Et que leure fils fassent assez grands 
Pour porter les colliera d'or, 
Et les belles lances argues." 

Among the most valiant and renowned of those 
whose names the poet has embalmed was Portal du 
Pont ; whose chosen war cry and armorial device 
still graces the bearings of his family : — 

'* Armet not uUio regum" 

With such historical associations clustering around 
the municipal institutions in which the names of his 
ancestors so brilliantly figure^ who can wonder at 
the plaintiveness with which M. F. de Portal re- 
cords the decline and fall of the Toulousian Capi- 
toulate ? Nor could we be unwilling to linger with 
him^ when he calls us to take a last look at the fine 
old structure in its decay, and to mark the principle 
that gave it that life and power two centuries and a 
half of energetic foreign rule could hardly destroy. 
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Our author reyiews the Yeserable institution under 
the influence of national sympathy and family feel- 
ing, and shows that his interest in it is that of one 
who claims descent from those who had borne its 
honours; but how far soever personal affection or 
family principle may serve to deepen his reverence 
for the city of his fathers^ no true Protestant, no 
Christian, indeed, whatsoever his name, will fail to 
cherish most tenderly the memory of the Toulousian 
Capitoulate, as an ancient embodiment of religious 
and political liberty. Nor can any lover of freedom 
and piety trace without strong feeling the history of 
its struggles against those violent instruments of 
royal and ecclesiastical despotism, — ^the parliament 
and the inquisition. 

In the month of December, 1203, two l^tes from 
Innocent III. entered Toulouse to renew the work of 
rooting out heresy. Among their first performance 
during the year that followed, they took oaths from 
the Gapitouls, one of whom was Oldric de Portal, and 
the chief inhabitants, pledging them to be faithful to 
the Romish Church ; promising on their part, in the 
Pope's name, that the oath taken by the civic autho- 
rities should never prejudice the liberties of the city. 
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and that all its rights and privileges should be 
held inviolate. The municipal dignitaries have been 
charged with perjury ; but M. F. de Portal fedrly 
replies that if there was any peijury^ it was the 
Pope who peijured himself, and not the Capitouls 
and nobles of Toulouse. The liberties of the town 
were, in fact, trampled under foot by Simon de 
Montfort and the kings of France at the instigation 
of the bishops and the Pope. The Capitouls, lords, 
and bourgeois^ were, it is true, imbued with the doc- 
trines of the Vaudois; but they did not wish to break 
with Rome. They believed that Catholicism might 
conform itself to primitive Christianity, and had no 
desire to contend about the mere forms of worship. 
Among the Albigeois there were but few who might 
be called separatists. The great mass remained 
formally Catholic, and were distinguished chiefly 
by the purity of their life, their charity, their 
truthfulness and integrity. The emissaries of the 
Papal legation had scented heresy, however. The 
cry was up. St. Dominic entered Toulouse. The 
Inquisitors arrested both "quick and dead." The 
bodies of the condemned were torn from their 
graves and dragged through the streets, preceded by 
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a herald, whose voice fell like a token of approaching 
death upon the ears of the horror-stricken people. 
Such outrages on decency were not to be tolerated 
in Toulouse, the most civilized town of Europe. 
The public mind was in revolt ; and the Gapitouls 
took deep counsel ; but the presence of the legates 
and of the dreadful Dominic, armed with the thunder 
of the Vatican, and the fires of the Inquisition, 
rendered it necessary to act with prudence. In a 
long r^nlation of police respecting ndn water, public 
games, and burials, Oldric de Portal and his col- 
leagues introduced a clause providing that " no person, 
either male or female, was to be accused of heresy 
after death, if no charge had been preferred during 
life/' &c. This act of public authority b^an the 
struggle between the Capitoulate and the Inquisition. 
The Gapitouls proceeded to issue rules which were 
rath^ favourable to the AUnpeais^ and which were 
evidently intended as checks on the spirit of persecu- 
tion. These rules were submitted to the common 
council ; and thus the opposition to the Inquisitors 
became a municipal afiistir, and a national question. 
The strife was kept up, and the AlbigeoU gathered 
strength and numbers, as if the controve^y cherished 
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them. The bishops seemed to have the worst of the 
battle for a time. They were pressed hardly by the 
rich Toolousians. Their country parishes could not 
«be visited without a safe-conduct from the Lords ; 
for nearly all the surrounding chateaux belonged 
to the Vaudoise nobility. Within Toulouse, the 
hourg, or citadel, was the cradel of Nonconformity 
or Puritanism, as we should call it ; and from within 
the embattled enclosure the doctrines and spirit of 
this early reformation flowed forth as from a guarded 
spring. The De Portal family, with a great number 
of other distinguished leaders, occupied this part of 
the town, and represented it in the city councils. 
The clergy, at length, began to gather power; the 
lower classes of the people were brought under their 
yoke ; and the bishops instituted a brotherhood for 
the sustenance of the faith, and awarded them the 
distinction of a white badge. The Bourg declared 
itself for the Vaudois, and established a black 
society ; and then black and white, hourg and tiUey 
came to blows, and entered upon a succession of 
skirmishes in the streets of Toulouse. Alas, for the 
faith ! and alas, indeed, for its champions, both 
gentle and simple ! The De Portals, then niunerous 
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and powerful^ threw themsdves into the listB^ and 
were the first to take up arms. The elect chief of the 
crusade against the AUngeais set up a white silver 
lion on his banner ; the De Portals stood against it 
under a sable lion rampant ; and in that sign per- 
petuated among their descendants the story of their 
zeal, their conrage, and the monmfol issue of their 
bold attempt. 

For a time, the armed retainers of the hostile 
creeds swayed to and fro, and were powerful enough 
on both sides to hold each other in check; but at 
length the balance was broken, and the protesting 
and battling Capitouls and Bourgeois as well as 
Count and people were made to feel that whatever 
spiritual power they possessed, their carnal strength 
was not equal to a contest with an unscrupulous com- 
bination of " principalities, powers, rulers of darkness, 
and spiritual wickedness in high places.'' The ruth- 
less Simon de Montfort had been fulfilling his dark 
commission through scene affc^ scene of blood and 
fire; and, at length, he came down with a fell 
swoop upon Toulouse. The devoted city was given 
up to pillage, violence^ and murder ; but her destroyer 
fell amidst the destruction. His cup was full 

E 



26 THE PORTAL FAMILY. 

Glutted with blood and gold, he at first withdrew 
in self-gratulation at having crushed^ as he thought* 
the spirit and power of the citizens, by extorting 
from them thirty thousand marks, and by levelling 
their walls to the dust. The greatness of her sorrow, 
however, moved the whole city to action. She roused 
herself, lifted up her war--ciy, and rich and poor, 
Bourgeois, nobles, and merchants, even women and 
children^ came to the work of rearing defences. Night 
and day they toiled, until lines and walls, archery posts 
and war machines, stood ready to meet the assault 
of the returning and infuriated foe. Then came 
the onset. Montfort rushed forward to inspirit his 
chevaliers ; wounded in his side and head, he stops 
to lift his brother, who had fallen at his feet, and 
just then a stone from a machine worked by the 
women of Toulouse came with a fatal crash upon 
his proud front, and finished his campaign. For 
the time, the feeling of loyalty to their old native 
city had overcome even religious animosity and 
partly feeling, so far aa to unite the adverse bro- 
therhoods, both black and white, under the banner 
of Toulouse ; for it was felt now that the crusade 
against the AUnpeois, though under a religious 
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name, was really an ontbreak of barbarism, wbich 
would treat with eqnal cruelty both Catholic and 
Vaudais. 

The &11 of Montforl^proved no check to the mortal 
strife. For twenty years the stro^le for mastery 
over Laoguedoc was kept up by French royalty and 
Boman Ghorchism. The story is one of team, de* 
yastation, and blood. One Gonnt died excommn- 
nicatedy another was forced to submit at laat to a 
shamefol treaty. Inquisitors and monks worked 
their way into power and influence. The Gapitouls 
were called to share in the humiliation ; and then 
began the emigration of the &mily which had so 
prominently identified itself with the municipal 
rights of Toulouse, and with the doctrines and 
spirit of the Albipeois. Baymond Oerard De Portal, 
not able to brook the supremacy of a French prince 
in the home of his fathers, sought refuge in a retreat 
near Nismes, and there gave existence to a branch 
of the family firom which there afterwards sprang 
martyrs for the Protestant faith. The Capitoulate 
was doomed to &11 under the dominion of the 
French princes. From time to tim^ the French 
court pressed its claims and widened its influence ; 
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and though, ever and anon, the Touloasians, jealous 
of their ancient privil^es, and fondly clinging to 
their old forms, made efforts to hold their freedom, 
a parliament was, at length, formed, whose growth 
became prejudicial to the honour of the primitive 
mmdcipaJUpr. Rome continued to manoBuyre ; and 
the Inquisition, if it ever seemed to relax, did it 
only that it might secure some greater advantage, 
and more certainly put its foot upon the necks of 
its opponents. Toulouse, in &ct, had, by and by, 
drained her forces in the contest. Her wounds were 
many and deep. A great part of her nobility, held 
in contempt by the court, and harassed by the 
Inquisitors, were a second time driven into a course 
of emigration, and carried off to their distant ehd- 
teaux the property and influence which had given 
life to the capital of the province. 

Again the De Portals were found among the 
pilgrims. On the 29th of May, 1420, the Parlia- 
ment of Languedoc was installed at Toulouse under 
the presidency of an archbishop, Dominic of Florence. 
In the following June, a man of the city was accused 
before it of blasphemy against Christ and the Virgin ; 
while the only witness in the case, refusing to speak. 
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was charged with the crime of silence. The blas- 
phemer was condemned to have his goods confiscated, 
his tongae cut out, and his head taken off; and the 
silent witness was handed over to the Inquisition, to 
be put under a course of two months' fasting. 

This was the first act of the Parliament as a 
criminal court, and served to mark its intrusion 
into the province of the old Gapitoulate. The 
Gapitouls had been firom time immemorial the 
proper judges in cases of blasphemy. Their right 
was now usurped. The Parliament had begun its 
work of humiliating the national magistracy; and 
by seizing its powers of jurisdiction, by sharing the 
spoils with the Romish Inquisitors, and by issuing 
sentences which were as xmreasonable as they were 
cruel, they consistently inaugurated a course which, 
in the history of Toulouse, is distinguished by traces 
of blood. The Gapitouls bent their heads^ and 
silently awaited the storms of clerical and monkish 
fury which the rival tribunal had let loose. It 
proved a tempest of ''blood, and fire, and vapour of 
smoke." A Romish historian of the seventeenth 
century, a native of Toulouse, and a Dominican, 
has recorded its horrors in a manner .which none 
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but a Dominican could affect. With all sweetness 
and piety he recounts the deeds of his brethren, 
and shows how the blackest crimes and the most 
infamous cruelties can be committed with calm and 
sanctified complacency, under the notion that they 
serve the interests of heaven, that is, of the Church. 
He conceals no atrocity, but rather describes all 
with tender fondness and delight. It seems pleasant 
to him to think of " the good brothers " having a 
joyful dinner after seeing a fenude heretic burnt, 
and of their uniting to bless God for the things 
which they had seen, and which had so promoted 
the glory of the faith and the honour of St. Dominic. 
He calls the list of bloody sentences, " the book of 
life!" In 1423 the Inquisitors had intruded their 
authority so far as to sway the election of Gapitouls. 
Pierre de Portal, the fourth of that name, felt the 
humiliation as CapUoul of the Bourg, and was the 
last of his family who undertook the office. The 
Gapitoulate had passed under the yoke of the In- 
quisition and the Parliament. In 1425 it was 
rapidly &lling into disorganization. Not merely 
were its members elected at the suggestion of the 
Parliament and the Inquisitors, but their good and 
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loyal services, or their acts of submission, were re- 
warded by a release from duty for two or three years. 
The venerable old forms were in fact broken np. At 
the same time, the ancient houses of nobility could 
not as yet understand the signs of the times, or 
resign themselves to the position into which they 
had been driven. They continued to look back 
fondly, and to long for the return of times like the 
former; while their children were educated in the 
hope that the Gapitoulate would at some time be 
re-established. But how vain are the hopes of a 
supplanted class ! A few early privileges of the 
Gapitouls were temporarily restored at a later period ; 
and Jehan de Portal, who was made ViguMr of 
Toulouse in 1555, by Henry II. of France, ventured 
on a line of policy which was intended to bring back 
some, at least, of the glories of the ancient system ; 
but the times were too hard for him, and he fell at 
least amidst the ruins of the institutions and the 
party upon which his heart had been set. 

The name of Jehan de Portal may serve as a link 
to connect the historical interest of his £Eunily with 
the original liberties of Toulouse and the Albiffetns, 
on the one side ; and, on the other, with the Lu- 
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theran Reformation, and the Protestant martyrology 

of Southern France. His family had lived to see 

• 

the mmucipal honours of their birth-place fade ; 
and, indeed, had outliyed even the existence of old 
Toulouse. The Gapitouls, who became subject to 
the Parliament and the Inquisition, bitterly repented 
of their submission; but their repentance was too 
late. The original Gapitoulate ceased to be repre- 
sented by their persons, and the ancient city itself 
perished under their powerless administration. Dur- 
ing the year 1462 a fire, which broke out in the house 
of a baker, spread with resistless fury, until the 
old feudal mass of lordly dwellings disappeared from 
the soil, and all its archives were devoured by the 
flames, which destroyed the Hotel de Ville. Pesti- 
lence and famine followed the fire^ and desolation, 
for a time, settled on the woe-begone ruins. A 
curse seemed to rest upon the scene. The venerable 
capital could not survive its primitive institutions. 
The same year witnessed the overthrow of its walls 
and of its Gapitoulate. The usurpers of its power 
had made it a centre of persecution, and now^ 
perishing itself as in the flames of a monster Auto- 
da-ff, it was doomed to be forsaken by its most 
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revered honseholdB, by its poets, and by its artistB. 
The fire was arrested at the Portal de Matabiau^ a 
part of the De Portal property, which remained, and 
still remains perhaps, a plaintive vestige of the origi- 
nal Tonlonse. Now came a great social change. 
The houses of a former age were gone ; and the popu- 
lation had passed through the fires of pestilence ; and 
over and above all tiiis, the old Toulousian spirit had 
departed, the traditions of the place had lost their 
freshness, and letters, arts, and science passed away 
in the train of the old families whom the tribulations 
of Languedoc had driven into exile. The four 
branches of the De Portal flEunily, which were estab- 
lished at Toulouse in the beginning of the thirteenth 
century, emigrated one after another, under the suc- 
cessive troubles of their times ; and all moved towards 
the East, into the parts where the Albiffeois and 
VaudaU found refuge. Those who fled aftw the fire 
of 1462 passed into the mountains of Rou^gne. 
They reared "the house of their pilgrimage" in what 
might be called a desert, xmiet the name of Laizac, 
near the littie town of La Cavalme : by and by, 
their name was imposed here and there upon the 
hospitable soil, and they found a quiet settiement at 
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Bagnols^ in Lower Langaedoc. Far away from their 
fEunily birth-place^ they tried to turn their thoughts 
from the past when it called up bitter recollections ; 
while they endeavoured to fit themselves for their 
new relations by cherishing the memory of such pas- 
sages in their family history as cheered them to 
action^ and stimulated the lawfdl ambition of their 
children. Their history, like that of the early 
patriarchs, and, indeed, like that of many a line of 
Protestant confessors, affords evidence that the names 
given to children, and carefully transmitted, often 
served beautifully and certainly to indicate the 
political and religious spirit of a family during a 
particular period. 

Some of the wanderers struggled into distinction 
under royal power^ and especially in the reign of 
John II. Jean was the name given to the first De 
Portal who was bom at a distance from Toulouse. 
Pierre was the name which had been transmitted for 
a long course of years in association with the Capi- 
toulate ; but when that municipal dignity was lost^ 
the name was dropped, and never resumed till the 
eldest branch of the house was honourably restored to 
Toulouse. Jehan de Portal, who lived at Bagnols 
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towards the ^d of the fifteenth and in the beginning 
of the sixteenth centoiy, had three children, two sons 
and a daughter ; the younger son, Fran9oi8, originated 
the stock firom which the still-existing branches of 
the fandly sprang ; Jehan, the elder, fonnd his way 
back to Toulouse. He at length gained possession 
of an old estate which had been taken firom his 
fiithers by confiscation ; and there he reared a family 
which, for a time, seemed likely to enjoy the perma- 
nent restoration of their ancestral honours. The 
De Portals, who had for one entire age lost their 
place in Toulousian history, now re-appear within 
the old city in greater power than ever. Berengcr 
De Portal had become a chevalier, lord of Pradelle, 
one of the royal council, and resident at Toulouse as 
treasurer-general of Languedoc ; Antoine was bailiff 
of Bevel ; and Jehan was Viguier of Toulouse. How 
bright was his prospect 1 The command of the troops, 
the administration of the finances, everything, indeed, 
was in his hand& A De Portal once more seemed to 
repres^t the old Capitoulate, the nationality of Lan- 
guedoc, and the municipal power which had stood 
against Inquisitors and Parliament. His nomination 
to such a post at that time was significant. To call 
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a representative of the old Albiffeois to snperintend 
public affairs at Tonlonse at the moment when the 
Lutheran Keformation was gathering power there, 
was to show that the King really wished to place a 
check on the ultra-Romish party and the sympathizers 
with Spain. The power confided to the VigtUer was 
Tery great ; but De Portal seemed to know how to 
use it with moderation and effect He was received 
with joy at the seat of his administration by the old 
national party and the friends of the Reformation, 
among whom were all the members of the ancient 
aristocracy inheriting the views and feelings of the 
primitive Albipeois. His aim now was twofold, — ^that 
of defeating the plots of those who, by the aid of the 
Inquiaition, were promoting the Bupremacy of Spanish 
power^ and that of restoring as far as possible the 
rights and privil^es of the Gapitouls, after delivering 
them from the undue influence of the Parliament. 
With these objects before him he had to be flEdthful 
to his own religious sympathies and principles, while 
he honoured existing rights, and fulfilled his high 
tic^, by guarding the lawful claims of every party in 
the State. Who^ that has tried to realize the cha- 
racter of his times, can wonder at his failure ? He 
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perished amidflt his noble efforts. Most not his name 
be put into the martyr roll? The year in which 
Lather bomt the Pope's BuU, and during which the 
doctrines of the Reformation were received into Ton- 
lonse, was the year of Jehan de Portal's birth. His 
birth-time was the birth-time of the Protestant fidth 
in the city of his &ther8 ; and the year of his death 
saw Tonlousian Protestantism expira The name of 
Jehan de Portal mnst ever be associated with that 
perfidious and bloody act of Catholic zeal which fore- 
tokened the still greater atrocities of St Bartholo- 
mew, and the precious memory of which still kindles 
festival joys in the archiepiscopal heart of the present 
orthodox and saintly Tonlonse. The influence of the 
Reformation deepened and widened among the most 
intelligent inhabitants of the old dty^ just as the 
scandals of clerical and monkish life became more 
apparent ; and for some time there was evidently a 
gathering up of hostile dements, both political and 
religious. The slightest touch of extra excitement 
would be enough to bring about a fearful paroxysm. 
That touch came. In the month of April, 1662, 
just ten years before Paris witnessed the horrible 
transactions of St. Bartholomew's feast, a Protestant 
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had died, and a few friends with the parents of the 
deceased were following the bier to the grave, when 
the priests of the Faubourg St. Michel seized the 
corpse, and buried it according to the rites of the 
Romish worship. There was a struggle. The tocsin 
was sounded. The rabble gathered, and a massacre 
began. The majority of the Parliament at once took 
their side openly against the Protestants, and appeared 
in their scarlet robes publicly exciting the people to 
attack the Reformers in the name of the King. A 
white cross was adopted as the Catholic badge and 
standard, and the bloody strife became general. The 
Protestants took refuge in the Hotel de Ville, where 
they bravely defended themselves with some pieces of 
artillery. There was negociation, at length, and a 
treaty. The defendants were to quit the capital, and 
give up their arms, as the only conditions of safety 
and peace. To this they agreed ; and during vespers 
on the feast of Pentecost they disarmed themselves, 
and sallied forth with the intention of leaving the 
town. But then came the frightful consmnmation of 
villany. Crowds rushed in eveiy direction from the 
churches, and, fisJling upon the defenceless victims^ 
murdered them in cold blood along the public streets. 
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Then the savage Blaise de Montluc, governor of 
Cayenne^ entered the town, with a body of royal 
troops, to finish the massacre ; '' and/' writes he with 
fiendish sportiveness^ " I never saw so many heads fly 
afl I did there. I had enough to do. Not that we 
were needed ; for the people of the neighbourhood 
came running to the pillage, peasants and others, and 
it was not enough for them to sack the houses of the 
Huguenots ; they fell, too, upon those of the Catho- 
lics." What the closing Bceae would be under his 
generalship may be suspected from the fact, that, 
when in the course of his murderous career he had 
filled the wells of one fiited town with the festering 
bodies of the slain, he chuckled at the recollection, 
and thought it, as he said, ''an excellent way to get 
rid of those naughty boys ! " Four thousand perished 
in the butchery at Toulouse. But the judicial assas- 
sinations soon followed the carnage in the streets. 
There were at least two hundred capital executions 
during nine months of proscription. The execu- 
tioners began each day of doom with a chief, and 
finished the hideous spectacle by the exposure of their 
meaner victims. On the 20th of May the Parlia- 
ment condemned Jeban de Portal to the block upon 
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the Place de Salin. As chief of the Toulouse Hugue- 
nots he had the place of honour. His head was 
fixed on a lance, and exposed on the tower of the 
Gh&teau Narbonnais, the ch&teau of which he had 
been the public commander. Toulouse had destroyed 
her best friends, dishonoured her own history, and 
now had the shame of seeing upon the palace wall of 
her ancient rulers the bleeding head of the last of her 

What unsophisticated student of Christianity, as 
it is exhibited in the New Testament, could conceive 
that a tragedy, in which so much faithlessness and 
barbarism prevailed, should furnish the Christian 
Church with reasons for a feast of conmiemoration ? 
Tet Rome instituted a centenary celebration of the 
Toulousian calamity, and called it a ''feast of deliver- 
ance." Voltaire gave it another name, *' The pro- 
cession to thank Gk>d for four thousand murders." 
Such a festival Toulouse witnessed in 1762; and then 
the pomp of civil and ecclesiastical state proved an 
introduction to a year of cruel persecution, during 
which the wheel, and the cord, and the fire, were 
again called into action. A pastoral letter from 
the Archbishop of Toulouse reaches us but now, 
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announcing another jubilee for 1862^ in celebration 
of what he calls ''a glorious event which took place in 
Toulouse three centuries ago." The £uthful are once 
more called to ''renew the chain of the past." The 
best and most enlightened of his countrymen scarcely 
understand him. ''It is hard to say/' remarks one^ 
"which is the most astonishing and aflSicting, the 
intolerance and obsolete passions which inspired the 
archbishop's resolution, or the imprudence and teme- 
rity which characterize it. But, after all that has 
lately taken place, one can hardly be surprised at 
seeing a member of the episcopacy thus violently op- 
pose the principles of tolerance and religious liberty, 
which have become the law of modem societies ; what 
is surprising is, to see a member of the episcopacy 
wanting in the most simple and ordinary prudence. 
How is it that the Archbishop of Toulouse, who lives 
in the midst of our southern population, who knows 
the vivacity and ardour of their religious feelings, 
has not seen the danger of the appeal made to such 
melancholy reminiscences ? How is it that he has 
not feared to revive discords hardly yet extinct? 
How is it that he did not hesitate before the respon- 
sibility of the calamities which might arise from 

o 
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those fresh straggles ?" Impure zeal is always reck- 
less ; and while human nature remains unsanctified, 
whether in ecclesiastical or any other garb, it will be 
ready for any opportunity of fulfilling its purposes in 
its own old style, bad as that style may be. Happy 
is it for France, and happy for the world, too, that 
among " the powers that be" there are some strong 
and wise, or cleyer enough, to bridle such creatures 
as the Archbishop of Toulouse, if not to saddle them 
for the public service. 

But to return to the family of De Portal The 
martyr*like death of Jehan seemed to intensify the 
religious feeling of his family, and to confirm them 
more deeply in Protestant principles. Berenger, one 
brother, in the spirit of the prophet, whose confidence 
in the restoration of his patrimony remained unshaken 
amidst the darkest desolations of foreign invasion, 
never lost his hopes of the Reformation, even while 
France and the whole civilized world were in conster- 
nation at the frightful massacre of the Protestant 
population ; but, in unwavering faith, he bequeathed 
a part of his property for the establishment of the 
Protestant worship in Paris, centre as that then was 
of bloodthirstiness and intolerant zeal. Another 
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brother^ Louis^ of La Pradelle^ lived to ayenge the 
death of Jehan, by showing mercy to the persecutors 
whom his biilliaat military success had placed within 
his power. Our sympathies and affections would fain 
haye followed the fortunes of his branch of the &mily 
down to the time when the last of his line perished 
amidst the honors of the great French Revolutiony 
and their tragic end inyolyed the loss of many an 
interesting feunily record. And, were it possible, we 
should trace the course of the other De Portal lines 
through the days of trial which came on in dark suc- 
cession from the sack of Toulouse and the later 
miseries of St. Bartholomew, down to the merciless 
age of Louis the FourteentL Many a wise and holy 
lesson might be gathered^ while it was seen how the 
younger shoots of the feunily stock secured transient 
fortune and honour by proving fiedthless to their 
fiftthers' principles^ but preserved a distinct life only 
by returning to the confession of their ancestry ; or 
how the elder branches kept fedth with their brethren 
and their God amidst persecution, bloodshed, and 
ruin. Now the sword is upon them, their lands are 
ravaged, their property seized, their homes broken up, 
and their persons outlawed; now^ scattered here and 
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there^ they brayely sustain one another by the labour 
of their hands; they are handicraftsmen, traders, 
dealers, hiding their unstained nobility under the 
guise of honest toil for daily bread. Here^ they are 
on a pilgrimage to the desert for nightly worship, or 
privately entering into marriage contract with op- 
pressed members of their own class, and consecrating 
their children to God in secret, according to the rites 
of Protestant baptism ; there, they mutually encou- 
rage themselyes in the faith, at the same time that 
they keep up commercial intercourse between one 
scene of exile and another ; while now and then a De 
Portal passes away to join '* the noble army of mar- 
tyrs" in the better land. Through all these scenes 
M. F. de Portal leads us with tenderness and enlight- 
ened care. He is an intelligent, able, and interesting 
genealogical guide. We esteem him for his discrimi- 
nation in the study of family character, his ready de- 
tection of the true religious spirit, and his ingenious 
way of bringing into light those delicate tokens of 
high principle or feeling which linger here and there 
in the family records, and which none but one who 
has the faculty of fine historical discernment would 
observe. 
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Limited as our time and space are, we mast stay 
to dwell upon one touching story. It belongs to the 
period when Louis the Fourteenth was destroying the 
best life of his kingdom in trying to carry out his 
theory of, " One King, one fidth." The feudal or 
military age of French Protestantism was gone ; the 
period of its municipal strength was past, and it had 
entered on times when, though disarmed and weak 
before men^ its power was greater with God ; when, 
no longer yigorous in the use of carnal weapons, its 
courage rose to the height of martyrdom, Lo\iis, 
in his royal pride, had said he would haye no more 
Protestants in France. In May, 1683, the deputies 
of the Languedoc Protestant Churches humbly peti- 
tioned the King against the disabilities under which 
they were placed. The response to that petition came 
in the form of two regiments of dragoons, under the 
command of Saint ButL Another crusade against 
southern France began. The murderous storm fell 
first upon Dauphiny. Nearly a hundred persons, 
who had been found assembled for worship, near Bor- 
deaux, were sabred, burnt, or hung; and a young 
gentleman called Ghamier, condemned to be broken on 
the wheel, triumphantly bore his cruelly lengthened 
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torture for three days. That young gentleman's 
great-grandmother was Antoinette de Portal, the wife 
of the celebrated Chamier who fell among the Hogae- 
nets at the siege of Montauban, in 1621, lamented 
by all who knew him, as "the great pastor/' who, 
" having been an apostle of Protestantism, was at last 
a martyr for it." 

The martyrdom of the younger Chamier introduced 
another reign of terror for the reformers of southern 
France. Among the fugitives who tried to escape the 
devouring sword was Louis de Portal, who abandoned 
the Gh&teau de la Portalerie, some leagues from Bor- 
deaux, and with his wife and five children sought 
refuge on his possessions in the Gevennes. The bar- 
barian troops swept along, however, not merely cutting 
down the men who would £Edn defend their homes, 
but strewing their course through Le Vivarais with 
the mutilated bodies of women and the remains of 
children and old people, riddled with shot, hacked to 
pieces, or laid open by sabre cuts. Les Gevennes 
witnessed still more frightful scenes. The butchers 
came at last upon the track of the unfortunate De 
Portal^ and he with his wife, Jeanne de la Porte, and 
probably one of their little ones^ breathed their last 
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under the swords of the heartless men. They felly 
perhaps, together by their own pious hearth on the 
banks of a mountain stream, near a mill afterwards 
marked as Moulin du Portal. Their home was 
burnt and levelled with the dust. On the approach 
of the dragoons, four of the children had been hid in a 
common oyen outside the dwelling, and were thus 
saved. The desolate orphans, Henry, William, Peter, 
and Maiy, left the scene of blood in the month of 
October, 1683, and b^n their perilous travel to- 
wards the coast To get out of France was their one 
thought, their one desire. This &mily flight had 
been foreseen, it may be, by the parents, and the plan 
of the journey laid down ; but now, alas ! neither 
fiftther nor mother was left to guide or guard their 
little flock. They directed their defenceless way to 
Montauban, in order to reach Bordeaux, hoping to 
secure a passage for Holland, where they might gain 
the protection of the Prince of Orange. Many perils 
and many bitter disappointments awaited them, how- 
ever, before they reached a place of safety. Young 
as they were, they were outlaws, proscribed at the 
ports, and tracked over their native soil as if they 
were wild beasts. Orphans, disinherited, wandering 
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into exile, cheered by no kind look or word, lost to 
encouragement, not knowing how to bring themselves 
to the circumstances of b^gars, preferring the torture 
of want to the humiliation of asking for alms, weak 
and fainting, broken in spirit^ perishing for lack of 
the morsel which they durst not ask for, the four 
young pilgrims entered Montauban. Little Pierre 
could go no farther. He fell exhausted and dying of 
hunger at the door of a baker's shop. The noble 
baker, whose record is on high, took up the infant, 
gaye it a home, and cherished it at his own heartL 
The elder brothers and their sister had now the 
sorrow of leaying the little one, and for their own 
sakes they pressed on to Bordeaux, from whence, in 
pity towards their youthful misery, they were shipped 
concealed in empty barrels. They were among the 
happy creatures who escaped before the cruel order 
was given to fumigate all departing vessels, so as to 
stifle any Protestant fugitive who might be concealed 
among the cargo. Well might the tender-hearted 
chronicler cry : " that for the honour of France 
and for the dignity of human nature this fact could 
be controverted!'' In Holland the three young 
refugees found friends and foster parents ; and they 
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were soon in a position to assert the dignity of their 
birth. It was remarkably characteristic of their class 
and lineage that their first care, on finding themselyes 
in safety, was to establish their l^al claim to the 
rights and privil^es of nobility. Marie went into 
Germany as governess to the Gonntessess of Finken- 
stein, and was one of the many Protestant exiles who, 
in the land of their refiige, devoted themselves to 
education. Many of these brave women belonged to 
the first families of their native country ; in rank 
they were not inferior to those whom they instructed; 
in accomplishments and mental culture they main- 
tained a high superiority ; and while their talents 
supplied them with honourable means of subsistence, 
they had the additional honour of giving a marked 
impulse to the cultivation of genuine politeness in 
Germany, — ^thanks to the careful and liberal educa- 
tion which the French Protestants had given to their 
daughters. Marie de Portal eventually married M. 
Lenormant, a refugee at Amsterdam. Her brothers 
Henry and William, after five years of sojourn in 
Holland, came to England in the train of the Prince 
of Orange. William, with a heart deeply touched and 
chastened by sad experience amidst the desolations, 

H 
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massacres, and oppressions he had witnessed, sought 
consolation in the hallowed employment of the Chris- 
tian ministry. He took holy orders rather late in 
life, but was nominated tutor to Prince George, after- 
wards George III., and enjoyed the livings of Clowne 
in Derbyshire and Fambridge in Essex. He died 
during the year of his royal pupil's coronation. 
Abraham Portal, whose poetic works were published 
in 1781, was his grandson* His elder brother Henry 
resolved by industry to re-establish his fortune, and 
started as a paper manufacturer near Southampton. 
He carried on his business in a very spirited style, 
gathered around him the best French and Dutch 
workmen, and brought his work to so high a degree 
of perfection, that the Bank of England gave him 
the privilege, which still belongs to a branch of his 
family, of supplying their bank-note paper. He had 
resolved to rebuild the fortunes of his house, and he 
did it. The De Portals of Hampshire established 
themselves among the English aristocracy, and have 
become nobly allied to the land of their adoption. 
The family was replaced in the rank from which they 
had been driven by the tyranny of Louis XIV. ; and 
has given to this country a distinguished line of wit- 
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nesses to the truth, that Gk>d is the '' Father of the 
fatherless/' and a faithful Guardian of His martyrs' 
children, and of their children's children, while they 
keep His coyenant. 

The times continued cruel ; and Montauban wit- 
nessed many a heart-rending tragedy among the 
families of the doomed Protestants. One of the 
representatives of the old Toulousian nobility who 
had taken refuge in Montauban, and were now occu- 
pied in one or another branch of commerce or labour, 
was the house of Astorg. They and the De Portals 
had been equals in dignity, and were now companions 
in comparatiTe poverty and depression. Pierre de 
Portal gave his heart to Isabeau D'Astoig. Both 
were orphans. Their union was preceded and was 
to be followed by many bitter triab ; but they took 
advantage of a short interval of repose amidst the long 
succession of sorrowful persecutions, and on the 8th 
of June, 1698, were married in the Catholic Church. 
This union of the most aristocratic names in the 
province was enough to bring fearful dangers upon 
the devoted couple ; but the Abbe Vemede, the vicar, 
was pleased to shut his eyes against all temptation to 
suspicion, and without a question gave his blessing to 
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his parishioners who had come to his church for the 
first time to seek his benediction. Their course of 
love had not been smooth. Their way to the altar 
had been long, difficult, and nigged. Their origin 
was to be kept secret. Pierre's case especially was 
beset with perils ; for he had been a Protestant fngi- 
tive ; his family property had been confiscated ; and 
had he been detected, he must have sufiiered nnder the 
law which provided that ''arrested emigrants are 
condemned, the men to the gallies for life, and the 
women to be shorn, and sent to the cloisters for the 
rest of their days." There had been a temporary 
relaxation of persecnting vigilance; and Pierre, passing 
for the son of a baker, had succeeded in taking his 
bride to her home. Fifteen months after their mar- 
riage, however, he and his wife were alarmed by the 
issue of a law declaring that judgment was now to be 
given, not only against all those who had been caught 
in the act of leaving the kingdom, but also against 
those who could be convicted of having unsuccessfully 
tried to do so, although they had not been detected 
at the time. This was, in fact, the crime of the poor 
child who had dropped half dead during his flight &om 
the murderers of his parents ; and now, if known, he 
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must go to the gallies. His name giyen at his 
marriage before the vicar might have led to his 
detection^ but the vicar was silent. The priest knew 
enough, perhaps, or suspected enough, to condemn the 
yonng husband to the oar; but, like many of his dass, 
his sense of honour, or his Christian spirit, was too 
fine to allow him to turn informer. There were many, 
alas ! who, though in holy orders, were ready for such 
work ; but even in those days of vindictive and 
merciless zeal there were men among the clergy who, 
like the Abb6 VemMe, were too good to become the 
tools of bloodthirsty courts. All honour to their 
memory ! Pierre de Portal and Isabeau d' Astorg had 
three sons. The first wlui torn from them to be 
trained for the ranks of the Romish priesthood ; the 
third gave birth to the &mily branch of La Fumade 
and Haurioles^ and bequeathed to his children the 
joy of knowing that their £Ekther and mother had been 
imprisoned and robbed of all earthly good for Christ's 
sake. Nothing more painfully shows the implacable 
spirit of the then ruling powers, than their vile inter- 
ference with matrimonial alliances formed under Pro- 
testant regulations. The husband, in this case, had 
been shut up in one prison and the wife in another. 
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when one of the King's ministers writes to the Inten- 
dant of Montauban : ^* I have as much suspicion as 
you respecting the dispositions of the persons called 
Portal and Marie Mazet, his pretended wife. Neyer- 
theless, as their confinement should not be perpetual, 
and as their misery is extreme, I think there is reason 
to r^ard their representations ; and I send you the 
royal order necessary for their release. At the same 
time, it is well that you should remit their reciprocal 
promises, as you proposed ; and it is necessary that 
you make them abstain from living together until 
their pretended marriage has been re-established." 
This is one of those pages in the history of human 
intolerance which must always threaten to overtax 
the patience of the most patient generation. The 
second son of Pierre de Portal was Paul, who entered 
the army. This course was adopted in accordance 
with his father s wish, that the lad might find means 
of shelter from the importunities and machinations 
of Popish proselyters ; and, at the same time, have 
an opportunity of visiting the ancient seat of the 
£Eimily, and be in communication with his friends, 
without awakening the suspicions of the police. The 
military profession was seemingly thought to be free 
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from the taint of heresy, as a matter of course. In 
his nineteenth year the young soldier was to be fonnd 
wandering about the neighbourhood of Montauban, 
and then at La Portalerie, indulging his family sym- 
pathies with the soil which had owned the lordship of 
his fathers. He succeeded at last in securing his 
discharge from the ranks, and set up as a cloth 
manufacturer at Montauban. Patient industry at 
that time was not merely the means of establishing 
a man's fortune, but, like the military profession, it 
often proved a safe-guard against persecutioa France 
had been nearly ruined by the emigration of her best 
and richest manufacturers and merchants ; and now, 
when it was probably too late, the court felt itself 
pressed by the conviction that^ unless it could alter its 
course, it must perish. Not willing to lose every- 
thing, it stooped to make enticing oflfers to the old 
banished chieft of French industry, so as to bring 
them back if possible ; but failing in this, it tried to 
encourage national enterprise, and to patronize rising 
trade, without giving up the bad policy and cruel 
action by which it had ahready brought itself to the 
brink of ruin. So that there was the strange exhibi- 
tion of a government chastising heretics for conscience' 
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sake^ while, from political expediency, it honoured 
their labour, and smiled on their commerce. 

While public afiiairs were in this curious posture, 
Paul de Portal pushed his business ; and ventured, 
on the 19th of June, 1724, to marry Anne de 
Noalhac, hoping for brighter days for his Church 
as well as for his household. He and his family, 
however, must have frequently felt that *' hope de- 
ferred maketh the heart sick/' The bright days 
came very slowly ; and darkness and tempest often 
set in close upon the hours of a seemingly cheerful 
dawn. These little Protestant groups flourished 
amidst the heaviest storms of the unsheltered wil- 
derness. Their enemies found it as difficult to 
destroy as to convert them. They were "troubled 
on every side, yet not distressed; perplexed, but 
not in despair ; persecuted, but not forsaken ; cast 
down, but not destroyed." The system of intimi- 
dation had little success with the De Portals. If 
one was condenmed, the zeal of the others was 
quickened. Their worship was always in the desert. 
At nine o'clock on Saturday evening they went forth, 
now in this direction, and now in that ; generally 
choosing a spot for devotion about four or five leagues 
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from Montanban. They left the town singly, or in 
very small companies, leading the children, or carry- 
ing them in their arms ; and all meeting at a given 
point, where, according to previous arrangement, 
there were tilted or open carts for the conveyance 
of the little ones or the infirm, unless, as in some 
cases^ necessity obliged them to make use of chairs, 
or the arms of the stronger members of the family. 
It was in this style that Paul de Portal's children 
were trained to attend the public services of religion ; 
and» by tums^ his five sons used to carry their little 
weak sister, Judith^ to the meeting place on the hill 
side. The scene of their devotion was frequently 
changed, for the greater safety of the worshippers. 
They reached the ground usuaUy about one or two 
o'clock in the morning, spent two hours in prayer 
and exhortation, and broke up about four o'clock, so 
as to reach the town about eight or nine in the morn- 
ing ; having travelled about eight or ten leagues, and 
exposed themselves all night in the open air, in order 
to secure the privily of uniting in public worship. 
This custom was kept up weekly through winter and 
summer. Those mighty psalms, prayers, and inter- 
cessions have for ever consecrated the ravines and 
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forests of Southern France. Nor will the world ever 
be without Ghristiaii hearts to cherish recollections 
of a people who never failed to meet in Christ's 
name, though death always hovered around their 
assemblies ; and who received their spiritual strength 
under the ministry of men who never preached but 
in the prospect of speedy martyrdom. Amidst this 
Church in the desert^ Paul de Portal's children were 
consecrated to God in baptism ; and in the presence 
of the same Church one^ at least, of his sons took 
the vows of matrimony. At a nightly service in 
the wilderness^ Pierre de Portal, afterwards known 
as the Lord of P^nardi^res, married Guillemette 
Delfau, the daughter of a military captain, who 
quitted the path to preferment, and refused the 
cross of St. Louis, that he might share "the re- 
proach of Christ." Portal de F^nardi^res, like his 
&thers, brought his children to holy baptism before 
a persecuted and witnessing Church. In those days 
it was death by law for a Protestant pastor to 
administer the rite of baptism ; but Francis Rochette 
dared, for his Master's sake, to bless the child of 
Pierre de Portal ; and not long after^ being detected 
in the act of baptizing during a pastoral visit to a 
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village home, he was called to suffer with two com- 
panions, and passed to his reward, mnffng, — 

**La void, l^hewreuH jovmie" 

Eight months after the death of this pastor^ another 
child was bom in the house of P&iardi^res ; but it 
was snatched firom the protesting mother, and vio- 
lently hurried to the font of St, James, to be baptized 
as a Catholic. Three years more, and the perse- 
cuted parents were blessed with a boy in whom 
Providence seemed to answer the prayer which, it 
may be, had often gone up firom the "place of 
weeping : " ** Comfort us again now after the time 
that Thou has plagued us ; and for the years wherein 
we have suffered adversity." The mother had, this 
time, successfully evaded the meddlesome clergy by 
concealing herself at AlbarMes, near Montauban ; 
and there the child was bom who was to rebuild his 
ancestral house in still nobler proportions, and gather 
firesh honours around the name of De Portal. Little 
was it thought in that' quiet circle which secretly 
witnessed the Protestant baptism on the day follow- 
ing the infiEuit's birth, that the boy who received the 
name of AlbarMes would by and by, thouorh faithful 
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to the creed of his &thers^ be honoured as Minister of 
Marine and of the Colonies, Minister of State^ and 
Peer of France, under two royal descendants of that 
Louis whose power had been so frequentl j put forth 
to crash the old Tonlonsian lineage. The venerable 
fitther of AlbarMes lived to witness the final hush 
of that persecutive storm which had been so long 
beating upon the broken Protestant homes of France. 
Louis XVL had restored the oppressed children of 
the Huguenots to their civil rights and religious 
freedom; and now, in his eighty-seventh year, the 
grandson of Pierre de Portal and Isabeau d'Astoig 
sat under the ancient oaks of P^nardi^res, surrounded 
by his children and children's children, and related to 
his sons, General de Portal, Portal of Grandchamp, 
and Portal of AlbarMes, how in his youth his 
grandfather had often told him, that his family had 
possessed the Chateau de la Portaliere, that his 
&ther and mother had been massacred by the Dra- 
goons in Les Cevennes, that he had fled with his 
brothers and sister, but that, sinking, exhausted 
with fatigue and want, at Montauban, he had been 
pitied and cherished by a baker. 

The little baker's great grandson, Pierre Bar- 
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thdemy, known as AlbaiMes, though a Protestant, 
secured the advantage of an education in the Jesuit 
Goll^ at Montauban ; and then started from home 
with the pnipoee of a,igmenting his modeet fiunily 
heritage. He established himself at Bordeaux, and 
founded his fortune by successful efforts as a shipping 
merchant. A respectable alliance widened his influ- 
ence; and in 1811 the Goxmcil of Commerce, of 
which he was a member, sent him before the Emperor 
to plead the interests of maritime commerce. His 
manner of fulfilling the mission arrested Napoleon's 
attention ; and when he was preparing to return to 
Bordeaux, he found himself appointed Master of 
Bequests, and attached to the Committee of the 
Interior. His intelligence, wisdom, and int^rity, 
justified the imperial choice. On the Emperor's 
abdication he took the oaths of aU^iance to Louis 
XVIIL, and kept his place in the State Council. 
He was again nominated Master of Bequests when 
Napoleon returned firom Elba; but declining the 
honour, he was favoured with an interview, and had 
the opportunity of explaining his motive^ — that of a 
resolution to keep his oath to the King in favour of 
whom his former imperial master had abdicated. 
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The explanation was satis&ctory^ and he had an 
hononrable passport to his home. At the restoration 
of the Bourbons, however, he was recalled to his high 
position. Honours clustered around him. And, as 
Minister of Marine and of the Colonies, Councillor of 
State, Chevalier of the L^on of Honour, and Peer 
of France, the Baron de Portal d'Albaredes proved 
himself equal to his dignified trust, fully sustained 
the nobility of his descent, reflected honour on his 
country, and shed new glories on the history of his 
ancient lineage. The child of confessors and martyrs 
had re-established his fEunily name. Nor was it 
ungraceful for him to seek retirement near the town 
in which he had begun the new groundwork of his 
fortunes ; especially as the chosen spot was a barony 
once belonging to the house of De Durfort, and in 
their possession in 1603, when^ by the marriage of 
Thomas de Durfort and Jeanne de Portal, the 
daughter of the celebrated Captain who fought under 
Henry of Navarre in the wais of the League, the two 
old Huguenot families became allied, and cheered 
and strengthened one another in '' troublous times." 
The elect resting-place of the Baron d'Albaredes was 
the Chateau de Breillan. There the old peer wrote 
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his memoirs. There his son-in-law, the Marquis 
d' Audiffiret, composed his works on finance ; and there 
his son, the present Pierre Paul Fr^d^iic Baron de 
Portal, proves himself worthy both of his ancestral 
inheritance and the honours which his own age has 
awarded him. While fulfilling his public functions 
in connexion with distinguished embassies^ and as 
Councillor of State, he has shown himself a fit repre- 
sentative of that old family stock which was once 
identified with the municipal power and glory of 
ancient Toulouse ; as the author of two deeply inter- 
esting volumes on Symbolical Colours, and Egyptian 
Symbols y as compared with those of the Hebrews, — 
which^ by the by, we should be glad to see well trans- 
lated for the benefit of English readers, — he fully 
sustains the intellectual dignity of a descendant firom 
the cultivated aristocracy of old Languedoc ; while 
the reverent feeling and truth-loving spirit which 
breathes throughout his book of family memoirs, now 
before us, offer agreeable evidence that the Chris- 
tianity of the AUngeois still lives and finds a home in 
the quiet Chateau de Breillan. 
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